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!! 50 community workshops planned for 2012(
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Aquidneck Island received SGIA 
assistance to incorporate mixed-
use standards and design 
guidelines and review processes 
for three communities. !
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•! Through a multiple-day site visit and a detailed final report, the 

multi-   disciplinary teams provide information to help the community 

achieve its goal of encouraging growth that fosters economic 

progress and environmental protection. 



1. Community Resilience to Disasters and Climate      
Change  

2. Community Energy Planning  

3. Smart Growth in Tribal Communities  

4. Land Use Strategies for Economic Development 

Agencies  

5. Economic Viability of Small Towns and Rural 
Communities 

Topics of Interest in 2011 Round of Assistance 
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–! 16 workshops to date 

•! Work directly with the 
governor and key state 
agency leadership 

•! Bring in agency leaders 
from multiple states to 
address one topic(



•! Green Infrastructure Demonstration Project 

•! Five state capitals in 2011 

Hartford, CT 

Boston, MA Little Rock, AR Jefferson City, MO 

Charleston, WV 



•! 5 more state capitals in 2012: 

–!Montgomery, AL 

–!Phoenix, AZ 

–!Washington, DC 

–! Jackson, MS 

–! Lincoln, NE   
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… and many more @ http://www.epa.gov/

smartgrowth/publications.htm 



http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/buildingblocks.htm 
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The Sustainable Design 
and Development tool 
helps communities 
evaluate location 
e!ciency of sites."



For the Sustainable Communities 

Building Blocks Program,  

a tool 

 is defined as tool is body of materials, that could 

include, but not limited to an agenda, 

presentations, exercises, formatted in a manner 
so that a group can have a facilitated discussion 

around a series of inputs and outputs. Ideally, a 

tool shall have some process or mechanism by 

which data or information is analyzed resulting in 

an output of potential next steps for policy 
change. A tool is not just a series of 

presentations, but rather an action oriented 

process. 
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Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities:  
Short-term, targeted technical assistance with specific next steps for 

implementation 

Grantee-led Assistance:  

40-70 communities assisted per year 

EPA-led Assistance:  

50+ communities assisted per 
year 

Spring 2011 

•! 354 applications received  
•! 30 communities assisted 

•! 8 tools provided 

Fall 2011 

•! 103 additional applications received 
•! up to 50 communities assisted  
    (using both pools of applicants) 

•! 10 tools offered 

Fall 2011 

•! Forterra (formally Cascade Land 

Conservancy) 

•! applications due: pending 
•! serving 12-15 communities 

•! Global Green USA 
•! applications: November 18 

•! serving 10-15 communities 

•! Project for Public Spaces 
•! applications: November 22 

•! serving 6 to 12 communities 
•! Smart Growth America 

•! applications received: 89 

•! serving 8 to 12 communities 
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Building Blocks for Sustainable 

Communities: 

Direct 

Assistance  

from EPA 

•! 10 tools offered 

•! contractor-lead assistance  

•! new and previously tested tools 

•! EPA looking to finalize tools 
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Building Blocks 

for Sustainable 

Communities: 

Grantee-led 

Assistance 

•! variety of tools offered 

•! grantee and team-lead assistance  

•! new and previously tested tools 

•! use of mostly polished tools 
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* For a complete list and details on each tool refer to the background materials 

for the webinar 
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Sustainable Communities Building Blocks: 

Walkability Workshop 



!""#$%&$'()*+,-$./0+12$$

Tool could address all five 

elements of parking—

demand, supply, 
economics, enforcement, 

and administration—an 

audit helps local leaders 

and stakeholders see the 

issue in the context of 
overall growth 

management and 

economic strategies. 
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Developing a Design 

Concept !
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Sustainable 

Design and Green 

Building Toolkit  
FOR LOCAL 

GOVERNMENTS 

EPA 904B10001 | June 
2010 
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Drawn by:  Kevin Perry 

BEFORE: Madison 

Avenue and  

Convention Center  

AFTER: Madison Avenue with Stormwater Swale 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ey9-
F6GPMA4  
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Thank you. Project contacts: 

Smart Growth Implementation Assistance 

http://epa.gov/smartgrowth/sgia.htm 

Abby Hall, hall.abby@epa.gov 
202-566-2086 

EPA-led Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities 

http://epa.gov/smartgrowth/buildingblocks.htm 

Kevin Nelson 
nelson.kevin@epa.gov 

202-566-2835 

Grantee-led Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities 

http://epa.gov/smartgrowth/buildingblocks.htm 
Lynn Desautels 

desautels.lynn@epa.gov 
202-566-2840 


